
The 18th Gdańsk Shakespeare Festival – change of dates in 2014.  

 

This year, the 18th Gdańsk Shakespeare Festival will unusually be held in autumn, 

between 27th September and 5th October 2014. This change is due to the grand 

opening of the headquarters of Gdańsk Shakespeare Theatre, scheduled for 19th 

September this year. Preceding the Festival and opening the first artistic season of the GST 

is the British Week, lasting until 26th September. 

The Gdańsk Shakespeare Festival is one of the most significant theatrical events in Europe, 

combining performances from around the world with artistic events, workshops and meetings 

with the creators. It takes place in summer every year since 1993, when the first Gdańsk 

Shakespeare Days were organised and later, in 1997, transformed into the current form of 

a festival. It is a joint project of Gdańsk Shakespeare Theatre and the Theatrum Gedanense 

Foundation. The Festival also belongs to the European Shakespeare Festivals Network 

(ESFN), along with similar initiatives from United Kingdom, Germany, Hungary, Romania, 

Czech Republic, Spain, Denmark and Armenia. 

The 18th edition of Gdańsk Shakespeare Festival is special not only due to the Festival's 

"graduation age", but mostly because of the opening of the headquarters of its organiser, 

the Gdańsk Shakespeare Theatre. From this year onwards, the majority of the plays will be 

staged within the walls of the Theatre's brand new building. This will, however, not alter 

the form of the Festival, which will continue to encompass the whole of Tricity – some of 

the performances are planned to be staged in other venues across Gdańsk, Sopot 

and Gdynia. 

We wish to devote a large part of the upcoming Festival to Hamlet – the most famous and at 

the same time most often analysed and discussed Shakespearean play. This year's Festival 

will host two excellent and most lavishly staged performances of this drama. 

Firstly, the adaptation of Hamlet directed by Jan Klata, which had its premiere 

in Schauspielhaus Bochum (Germany) on 9th March 2013. It is the second confrontation of 

this director with the story of the Danish prince. Klata's first Hamlet adaptation, H., premiered 

in 2004 – exactly a decade ago. It was famously staged by Teatr Wybrzeże in one of 

the production halls of the former Gdańsk Shipyard. The Bochum Hamlet engages 

in a curious dialogue with the director's first vision – Klata's original Hamlet, Marcin Czarnik, 

returns in a double role of Hamlet's Father and Fortinbras. Many other shout–outs to 

the Gdańsk staging are strewn throughout this new retelling. As the creators say: "In this new 

'German' Hamlet, Klata uses his experience of Poland in times of social and cultural 

revolution, looking for vantage points in the Polish beginnings of transformation 

and capitalism. Contemporary pop culture trends, movies, music and internet are the key 



factors contributing to his vision. On the Bochum stage, Shakespearean characters exist in 

the very same world that is surrounding us all right now". 

The second highlight is Hamlet by Javor Gardev, Bulgarian theatre and film director, 

performed first at The National Theatre in Sofia (Bulgaria). This astonishingly extensive 

and technically demanding adaptation is to be specially adjusted to the unique possibilities of 

the new Gdańsk Shakespeare Theatre building. 

Javor Gardev: "This rendition of Hamlet focuses neither on the specific nature of 

melancholia, nor on the loss of meaning, but on that very moment, in which one discovers 

'the irreparability of the world'. The single transitory instant after which, one can no longer be 

oneself in a world that has just collapsed before their very eyes. Many of us at some point 

in our lives have felt the pain and suffering associated with the loss of meaning, but very few 

have emerged from this loss to find themselves born in a world of new meaning. Could the 

moment of desperation become the point of salvation? Could this moment be the gateway to 

the very substance of being? Is there a way to set an irreparable world right? Hamlet’s 

journey is one not of desperation, but of a search for salvation." 

During the Festival the viewers will traditionally have the opportunity to watch plays 

competing for the prestigious Golden Yorick prize, first awarded back in 1993. This year we 

present three finalists of the Best Polish Production of William Shakespeare's Works 

2013/2014 competition. During the Festival the jury, consisting of the board of directors of the 

Theatrum Gedanense Foundation, will pick the winner. All Shakespearean plays of 

the current theatrical season are sifted through by the selecting judge, Łukasz Drewniak – 

theatrologist, editor and reviewer of Didaskalia and the monthly magazine Teatr, who also 

collaborates with TVP KULTURA channel. Thus selected finalists are then judged by the jury 

consisting of renowned theatrologists, theatre critics, directors and actors. 

Apart from the main events, the Festival will host meetings with creators and workshops as 

part of the Shakespeare Summer Academy. Yet another initiative is the next edition of 

ShakespeareOFF, presenting the newest trends and findings of the independent theatre 

as well as confronting the achievements of famous artists with experimental works of 

budding creators. 

More information soon to be available at the Festival's official website, 

www.festiwalszekspirowski.pl and on the Festival's Facebook fan page. 

The 18th Gdańsk Shakespeare Festival is subsidised by the Polish Ministry of Culture 

and National Heritage. 

http://www.festiwalszekspirowski.pl/

